The Celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the Priesthood Commemoration
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As I sat in my choir seat, awaiting the beginning of the 30th   Anniversary Celebration of the Priesthood Revelation to extend the priesthood to all worthy males, my heart was filled with excitement and overwhelming joy. I knew I would be a witness to an amazing event that would change many lives, and give great hope to others. I waited anxiously as the doors opened, allowing the congregation to fill the tabernacle seats. I noticed many familiar faces, many of my friends, fellow African and African American members of the LDS faith, as well as many others I had never seen.
Joy filled my soul as I realized the power of the message that would be delivered at the pulpit. The invitation that would be extended to members and non members alike to partake of the goodness and blessings of the true and living gospel of Jesus Christ. The messages of love and equality for all mankind.

-“We look to the day when all men and women of the earth will be seen only as Gods children. Let us look to a future of greater and greater unity.” President Earl C. Tingy.

-“May we show our love to him, by the way we live our lives, and reach out to others with love.” Elder Sheldon F. Child

-“As I join with my brothers and sisters of all races to do the Lord’s work, I know that I’m in the right place, indeed this is the place.” Catherine M. Stokes

I’m especially grateful to have attended this event and be uplifted by the speakers. The powerful message of love obtained through following the gospel, and our sacred responsibility to live by example. How blessed we are to live in such a time when the opportunities to advance are within our reach; the truth is before us, and it is our privilege to partake of its goodness. What a privilege to live and be blessed with diversity of all ethnicities within the church, to witness good men and women in all varieties of race and color unified in harmonious mutual understanding and worship. This is the work of the Lord!

[image: image2.emf]The music was moving and inspirational, and as we sang my heart was filled with overwhelming joy. I am especially grateful to have the opportunity to share my musical talent on such a marvelous occasion. I found this particular event so personally inspiring, I will always remember. I look forward to the day when each church meeting would be filled with our brothers and sisters of all ethnicities, partaking of the goodness of the gospel in unity. I pray that I would be an instrument in the hands of the Lord that I may live my life by example, and reach out to others. I pray that I would be open to the inspiration that comes, directing me to share the gospel with all of Gods children.

--By Ellie Awak, Genesis Choir Committee
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